
Care of Older Persons Network 

12 and 13 April 2022 
 

Venue: Upper East Side Hotel, Salt River, Cape Town  
 

12 April 
 

09.00 – 10.45: Setting the Research Agenda (Chair: Elena) 

 

• What are the challenges in doing research in the region? (Isaac and Jesman) (5 mins 

each and 15 mins Q&A) 

• Working within and across borders: Why don’t we? What do we need? (Thandie 

and Mpho) (5 mins each and 15 mins Q&A) 

• Lessons from COPSAN: What did you get from the network? What has worked? 

(Janet and Ignatius) (5 mins each and 15 mins Q&A) 

• What are the needs of emerging and mid-career researchers? (Miriam and Lowna) 

(5 mins each and 15 mins Q&A) 

 

10-45 -11.00 Coffee Break 

 

11.00 – 12.30: Research Funding and Proposals (Chair: Debora) 

 

• Insights from Reviewing Funding Proposal (Debora, 10 mins) 

• Funding Opportunities (UCT Research Office, International Grants; Dionne Miles, 

Senior Manager and Jonathan Dugas, Senior Proposal Development Specialist) (15 

mins and 15 mins Q&A and 15 min exercise)  

• WHO Research Work (Gabby Kelly, 5 mins and 10 mins Q&A) 

• Wellcome Discovery Mid-Career Award (Elena Moore, 5 mins and 10 mins Q&A) 

 

12.30 – 14.30 Lunch  

 

14.30 – 15.15: Science Communication Writing: The Conversation (Chair: Elena) 
 

14.30 – 15.00: Writing an Op-Ed [The Conversation Africa] 

15.00 – 16.00: Converting the IJCC paper into an Op-Ed (35 minutes to write) 

- writing 35 mins, peer review 5 mins, swapping feedback 5 mins, 

improving paper 15 mins 

 

16.00-16.55 Tea Break 

 

16.15 -17.00: Science Communication Writing: Policy Brief Writing (Chair: Thandie) 

• Writing a Policy Brief (TBC) (15 mins)  

o What are the COPSAN messages to policy makers in the region about care 

of older persons? (15 mins) 

o Completing the Template (15 mins) 

 

19.00  Dinner at The Wild Fig  



DAY 2: 13 April 

09.00: Welcome to Policy Meeting  

 

09.15 – 10.45: National Strategies on Family and CBC in the Region (Chair: Gabby) 

 

• What are the barriers to implementation and policy development? (Jabulile and 

Mildred) (5 mins each and 20 mins Q&A) 

• Political and Policy Discourses on Family Care of Older Persons (Gail and 

Ogopoleng) (5 mins each and 20 mins Q&A) 

 

10-45 -11.00 Coffee Break 

 

11.00 – 12.30: Drafting National Strategies (Chair: Isaac) 

 

• Can we build interest and political will through strengthening collaborations? 

(Roseline, Louisa and Thandie) (5 mins each and 25 mins Q&A) 

• How do we increase the profile of older persons within the political realm? 

(Jabulile, Mildred and Ogopoleng) (5 mins each and 25 mins Q&A) 

 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch  

 

13.30 – 15.30: Developing a COPSAN Response (Chair: Gabby) 

 

• Group Activity: What kind of briefing would be relevant to policy makers? What 

are the barriers to doing policy work?  

o Group 1: Thandie, Isaac, Lowna, Ogopoleng, Elena 

o Group 2: Debora, Mpho, Gail, Roseline, Miriam 

o Group 3: Janet, Civil, Jesman, Ignatius, Louisa 

o Group 4: Isaac, Jabulile, Mildred, Gabby, Leon 

 

15.30 Tea Break 

 

15.45 -16.30: Future of COPSAN (Chair: Elena and Debora) 

o Lessons from other networks 

o What are the next steps for the network? 

 

  

19.00  Dinner at Kloof Street House 

 

 

  



List of Attendees 

 

Day 1 

 

1. Elena Moore 

2. Debora Price 

3. Gabby Kelly 

4. Thandie Hlabana 

5. Isaac Kabelenga 

6. Janet Ananais 

7. Ignatius Gutsa 

8. Miriam Sebego 

9. Lowna Gie 

10. Mpho Keetile 

11. Jesman Chintsyana, Malawi 

12. Civil Legodu, DSD South Africa 

13. Jabulilile Mohlouwa, DSD, South Africa 

14. Gail Keetse, DSD, South Africa 

15. Louisa Mmutle, DSD, South Africa 

16. Mildred Miti, Zambia 

17. Ogopoleng Batisi, Botswana 

18. Roseline Khumbele, Help Age 

19. Leon Geffen 

 
 


